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Photo by HJelmut Newton
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*I was good friends with my camera.

In May 1971, at the age of 36, with a camera on my shoulder, a $500 foreign currency limit at
the time, and a few bills in my pocket, I took off on my first trip abroad, choosing Canada. A
few years later, Keith, an assistant to photographer Irving Penn, asked me if I would be
interested in meeting with Helmut Newton, who was looking for a short-term assistant to take
him on location shoots. I got the job thanks to my background in photography, and of course
[ was familiar with his famous name.

The job was a one-week trip to the Caribbean island of Haiti for a swimsuit shoot for the
fashion page of OUI, a men's magazine published by Playboy, with three black models and an
AD.

The shoot lasted two days, and after the shoot we were free to go on our own, so it was like a

fun vacation.

*This is the photo taken by the master photographer, Mr. ~ H.Newton, and to my surprise,
[ was invited to be a model for the magazine's page.
And the encounter with one of the models on the left in the foreground of the photo brought
me a miraculous encounter.
Geoffrey Holder, a large man of 2m4cm, was a famous dancer, painter, choreographer, and
other multi-talented person, and also an actor who starred with Roger Moore in the movie
007. He was a man with a big heart and a big heart, and he took me all over the place and

introduced me to unexpected celebrities and gave me the opportunity to take their pictures.

*Geoffrey Holder

I met Geoffrey Holder through my work in Haiti, and he was like a brother and son to me for
40 years until he passed away. He was a complete stranger to me, but I later learned that he
was born in the Caribbean island of Trinidad, educated in England and France, highly
educated, a major dancer in the Metropolitan Opera, a voice actor, director, painter, designer,
film actor and multi-talented actor who also worked with Roger Moore in James Bond's "They

Shall Die". He is a multi-talented actor, having performed with Roger Moore in James Bond's



"They Shall Die," and his bass voice was a special guest singer on the Academy Awards stage,
singing the theme song to a Deezhny movie. We will call him GH.
Thanks to GH, I had the opportunity to see and photograph many of Manhattan's famous

people, who are not accessible to the mere commoner.

*Truman Capote

I was there to cover the eve of a live performance by a singer named Bobby Short at the Hotel
Carlyle club on Madison Avenue at 76th Street, and while I thought it was going to be a less
than glamorous party with a few familiar faces, suddenly there was a buzz in the air. After a
while, the crowd broke up, so [ went up to him and snapped a picture, and when I said thank
you with my eyes, he smiled and said "you got me". I remember that his voice sounded strange
and his tone of voice sounded unreliable. After that, he established himself as a best-selling
author with "Breakfast at Tiffany's" and "In Cold Blood," and was a glamorous socialite in

New York City. He was also a member of the NYC Society and a member of the NY Times.

*Timmy who? president jimmy carter

A crowd of people were gathered on West 57th Street. [ looked over to see a gentleman waving
his hands around. At the time, few people knew who Jimmy was, and the newspapers wrote,
"Who is Jimmy? The newspapers asked. The building behind him was the office of the famous
publishing house Hearst, so I heard that he stopped by to say hello.

I was told that two days later he was going to give a campaign speech at a nearby school, but
I forgot about it and realized too late that it was too late. It was a real shame, because there

would have been some good photos of the President left.

*Andy Warhol

I often had the opportunity to meet Andy Warhol for magazine interviews, at discos where I
hung out, at gallery parties, and at fashion shows, often in the company of his cronies, exuding
a unique aura of mystery. | always got very close to him and he knew me, so if [ had visited his
studio, I might have been able to get to know him better. This photo was taken while I was

chatting with Bianca, Mick Jagger's ex-wife, at a restaurant in Midtown.
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Margaret Mead, Anthropologist

At the request of Ms. Wakako, wife of mathematician Heisuke Hironaka (later a member of
the House of Councilors), with whom I had worked for a Coca-Cola PR magazine, [ went to
Dr. Mead's room at the Museum of Nature to film an interview with her. The room was full

of books, and there was no room to step on the floor.

*Margaux Hemingway

I went to a club in Rockafeller Center to see a live performance by a successful singer named
Tony Martin.
She was the grandson of Hemingway, a great writer and model, and was quite popular.

She looked a little unhappy, but it was a nice touch. Maybe she couldn't live up to her
grandfather's fame.

It is a consolation, at least, that we were able to preserve her at her most glorious.

*Madonna 1982/5/24

A good friend of mine who played the role of Zack, the director of the hit musical "A Chorus
Line" for ten years contacted me and asked me to cook something for his birthday party at his
house boat on the West Side Marina. [ bought a chunk of filet mignon and made Japanese
style roast beef with miso paste melted in mirin and brought it to him.
I asked her who she was and she told me that she was a singer-songwriter and her name was
Madonna, which I had never heard of before. | asked my friend if she was Madonna, and she
said yes, and from then on, she sold more and more, and in no time at all, she became a big
star!

After returning to Japan, I learned that she was coming to Japan and immediately made a
successful pitch to "Focus" magazine, where she was featured on the center page of the
magazine.

Even now, I am sure she would remember if I told her about that time.

*JToao Gilberto



Work, work," GH called.
Helen Keane, a hotshot music producer who has produced records for jazz pianist Bill Evans,
told me to go see her because she wanted me to shoot an LP jacket for her. Do you know Joéo
Gilberto? I asked him if he knew Jodo Gilberto. "Of course I do, he's called the god of bossa
nova in Japan. I'm sure he's a bossa nova god in Japan.
On January 24, 1974, 1 arrived at Helen's apartment on East 96th Street, the location of the
photo shoot, before the scheduled time and waited for her. I asked, "Since you have a guitar,
would you mind playing something for us? He smiled and understood the situation, and the
guitar started to play "Desafinano," a number that I also knew.
God was playing it for me alone at a distance of only one meter from the stage.
I had goosebumps, the sound of the camera shutter had never disturbed me so much as it did
during the song, Helen's cat jumped on Joanne's lap. It was like a three-question story: "The
cat, Joanne, and the bossa nova.

We left Helen's house together, and when we went outside, it was snowing. He said he was
going to take a cab from Fifth Avenue, so we walked three blocks together to Park, Madison,
and Fifth Avenue. It was a shame, because this was the cover of the album.

To his delight, the album "Amoroso" is still his best-selling album

*Lillian Bassman

Originally an editor, she became a photographer and quickly developed her talent. She was a
photographer who was in the limelight as one of the elite of the fashion industry during the
most glamorous and elegant era in the U.S. At that time, only men took fashion photos, and
she was the first photographer to capture fashion from a woman's perspective.

I had no idea that she was such a big name photographer, and since [ had no intention of
coming to New York or studying photography here, fate had dragged me to this city and I had
not done any preliminary research. I knew the names of American photographers such as
Robert Capa, Robert Frank, Irving Penn, and Richart Avedon.

After helping him part-time for three or four days, I was offered a full-time job if I wanted. At
one point, he tried his hand at erotic photographs of muscular macho men, but he had already
retired and was only doing the work he really loved, so he went to a third-floor mansion on
East 83rd Street in an upscale neighborhood every day. [ visited him in 1996 and 2006, and
he was still in good health and continuing his creative activities, such as taking photographs

for the pages of German Vogue magazine.



*Bill Evans

I went to the Yale University Theater for a collaboration concert between Bill Evans and his
wife, Carmen, a famous dancer and wife of GH. It was a unique performance in which Carmen
danced to the music of Bill's trio. After the performance, I bumped into Bill in the parking lot.

I greeted him as a friend of Carmen's and asked him to take 7 to 8 pictures of me.

*Salvador Dali

[ was asked, "Hey, I'm meeting a guy named Dali tonight, can you take his picture?" I was
surprised to hear that it was Dali, but she didn't seem to know who he was. I had tested the
strobe many times before, but the strobe didn't fire. I had no choice but to increase the
sensitivity of the film and start shooting, relying only on the dim lights of the hotel. I was with
Mrs. Gala and walking alone, and thanks to that blunder, he seemed to have left an impression
on me, and remembered me when I said hello. I was able to get a rare glimpse of Dali's true
face. Narcissistic portraits have been leaked, but this kind of snapshot is rare, and after
returning to Japan, I was featured in Bijutsu Techo magazine and NHK Sunday Museum of

Art's Dali special.





