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MINEKO WAKAYAMA
Born in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China. Based in Tokyo,Japan.

Solo exhibitions:

2024 “A Distant Breath II" (Canon Gallery Ginza/Osaka)

2022 "The fragrance of Magnolia" (Nikon Salon Shinjuku)

2022 "The fragrance of Magnolia" (K2+ Gallery, Tokyo)

2021 “A Distant Breath - Questioning Ambiguous Existence" (Canon Gallery Ginza/Osaka)
2019 "A Distant Breath" (Photo Gallery <Place M>, Tokyo)

2017 "True Colors" (Photo Gallery <Place M>, Tokyo)

Selected group exhibitions:

2025 KMoPA Garden "Forest of Photography" (Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Art, Yamanashi
Prefecture)

2025 "Traces of Existence - A Spiritual Map of Postwar Japanese Photography" (Chongqing Iji Art
Museum, Chongqing, China)

2022 "Eternal Neighborhood" (Duoyuan Cultural Center/Tokyo)

Photobooks:
2022 "The fragrance of Magnolia" (Place M), 2020 "A Distant Breath" (Place M)
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'Someone else's hometown |

What would it be like to set foot in someone else's hometown and experience the intimate
details of rural life?

There is a woman who looked after my parents for many years. Her hometown lies in a
rural area of Jianyang, Sichuan Province, China. Driven by curiosity, I have visited her
hometown many times, trying to confirm my own image of the "rural area."

The cluttered yards of farmhouses, chickens and ducks wandering freely through the fields,
people finishing their farm work and chatting barefoot on the ridges, hoes resting on their
shoulders—somehow, these sights bring me a quiet sense of relief. The countryside
embodies the scent of life and humanity that cannot be experienced in the city. Before I
know it, someone else's hometown begins to overlap in parts with my own.

Through my lens, I sought to capture the everyday life of the village and the ordinary
people as they are. To me, as an onlooker, the rural area is not a complete story, but
fragments of a moment. These fragments reflect my personal emotions.

There is a single road—one that connects another’s hometown with my own.
























