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EoFHE  / Star Time (The Time of Ultimate Radiance)
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As a bride in a farming family deeply rooted in Japanese tradition, | lived together with my parents-in-law. It
took time for me to be accepted as a daughter-in-law. Yet during the summer festival alone, | was able to take
on a central role and truly mingle with others. The portable shrine carried by the exhilarated crowd, and the
koi | encountered along the way—swimming gracefully, adorned in beauty—overlapped with the people
gathered for the festival. For me, in those moments, that time felt like a radiant instant in life: my own “Star
Time.”

At the same time, the koi also became a symbol of my silence—unspoken doubts and pains swimming
beneath the surface of the water. Now, after having seen my parents-in-law through to the end of their lives, |
wonder whether that “Star Time" | once experienced was real. | find myself wishing that the brightest “Star
Time" in my life is still yet to come.
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